Sacred Conversations: Becoming a Listening Church

Parish bulletin text 
This Lent, you are invited to join Sacred Conversations, a five-week journey exploring discipleship through the practice of listening. Drawing on Scripture, lived experience and shared practices, we will discover what it means to listen deeply to God, one another and the world around us.
Inspired by the God who listens and hears us, each session will help us slow down, pay attention and make space for voices and experiences beyond our own. Through reflection, conversation, prayer and simple listening practices, we will explore how God forms us through attentive presence and honest dialogue.
The programme combines a weekly online session, hosted by one of our bishops or archdeacons, with opportunities to practise listening together in local groups. Weekly themes include:
· Week 1: Presence – A God Who Hears Us
· Week 2: Behold – Learning Holy Curiosity
· Week 3: Threshold – Listening Across Difference
· Week 4: Grief – Listening to Suffering
· Week 5: Life – Listening for Resurrection
At a time when public life is often marked by speed, certainty and division, Sacred Conversations invites us to practise a different way of being together: learning to listen first. As we do, we can become communities where people are heard, relationships deepen, and God's Spirit leads us forward.
Everyone is welcome. Please speak to [church contact] for details of how to take part.

Alternative Easy reading version 
This Lent, we are invited to learn how to listen more deeply to God, to one another, and to the world around us.
Each week, we will meet online to hear from a bishop or archdeacon, reflect on the Bible, pray together, and learn a simple listening skill. We will then have the opportunity to meet locally to practise listening and sharing with others.
The five-week journey includes:
· Week 1: A God Who Hears Us
· Week 2: Learning Holy Curiosity
· Week 3: Listening Across Difference
· Week 4: Listening to Suffering
· Week 5: Listening for Resurrection
Sacred Conversations is for everyone. It offers a chance to slow down, share honestly, and hear what God may be saying to us through Scripture, prayer, and one another.
As we learn to listen, we can become a church where people feel heard, relationships grow stronger, and we seek God's guidance together.
All are welcome. Please speak to [church contact] for more information.

