	360 Accessibility Audit
Section 5 – Emergency exit routes 


	Completed by

	

	
Fire regulations require you to have sufficient emergency exits and clear routes to get to these.  Routes should be wide enough to allow wheelchair access and your fire wardens should be aware of how to evacuate wheelchair users and others who might find steps and rough surfaces difficult.  Your fire evacuation procedures should take account of the width of doors and corridors to enable the fast and safe evacuation of wheelchair users and those who will need guidance and assistance.  You should regularly check your fire exit routes inside and outside the building to ensure they are clear and well maintained. For advice, contact the London Fire Brigade and ask a fire safety officer to visit your building. 


	
Question

	Comment and action

	Are your emergency exit routes step free?



	

	If not, do you have a plan for evacuating wheelchair users and others with mobility challenges?

	

	Are routes kept free of clutter that could obstruct a wheelchair?


	

	Are routes easy to negotiate for people who need assistance or guidance?


	

	If there are areas that can only be evacuated via stairs, do you have an evacuation chair and are people trained to use it?

	

	If you have a lift, is it an evacuation lift or will it stop working when your fire alarm is sounded?


	

	Is there a ‘safe area’ in difficult to evacuate areas where people can gather and await rescue?

	

	
Note: A fire officer can give you advice on creating a safe area and the policies and procedures you need to use this safely and effectively.  Contact your local Fire Brigade.
 

	Do you have visual alarms in toilets and other areas where people with hearing impairment might be alone?

	

	Are fire alarm actuation points at a height that can be accessed by a wheelchair user?

	

	Have your fire marshals had any disability awareness training and are they able to give appropriate assistance to disabled people in an emergency?

	

	Is your fire assembly point in an accessible place and does it provide for those who need to sit?

	



