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The Covid 19 pandemic saw many churches adopt live streaming as part of their weekly offering and through this many disabled people felt they could connect with the life of the church in new and enriching ways.  Over time this has diminished and is not necessarily regarded as the priority that it once was.  Live streaming need not be too taxing or take up too much time if a technical set up is installed to make this easy.  Although it requires a bit of investment and people who can operate it, it is an invaluable service for disabled people and can keep people connected to the church and community when otherwise they would become isolated.  It is important to make live streams as accessible as possible though with captions, well placed cameras for lipreading, and ways of interacting through messaging and emails.
There are guides to live streaming available online.  The Church of England guide is at:
https://www.churchofengland.org/resources/digital-labs/blogs/guide-getting-started-live-streaming
Other useful guides are:
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/blog/webinar/livestream-your-event-online-ds00/
https://www.ukchurches.co.uk/go-live-without-stress-your-complete-guide-to-streaming-church-services/


	Question

	Comments and action

	Do you live stream your services?
If not, have you done this before and could you do it again or for the first time?

	

	If you live stream, have you thought about how to maximise access to these for disabled people?

	

	Have you asked any  disabled people to view your services and make suggestions as to how to improve access?

	

	
Note: This could include: 
Adding subtitles and/or BSL to recordings or providing live captions. 
adding audio description to recordings or providing this live.  
You could record an introduction to the service each week welcoming participants and acknowledging those for whom disability prevents them attending the service.  
You could invite your online attenders to participate by recording readings, prayers etc to be shown and shared during the service.
You could invite people to ask for prayer and include this in your live service.  
You could form a WhatsApp or Facebook group for your online participants. 
You could create a community around your online presence that is tailored to bringing disabled people together and creating connections.  
You could start a Zoom meeting during the week that is focused on disabled participants.  
You could target some local online and physical advertising to connect with disabled people in your parish/area.  
You could provide a focus on your live streaming being accessible on your website and in your usual publicity and information.  
You could offer to help people with connectivity and access and acquiring the equipment needed.




