	360 Accessibility Audit
Section 16 – The parish community


	Completed by

	

	
Over 20% of the UK population are disabled in some way.  80% of these are invisible or hidden disabilities and 20% are visible in some way. So, all around you are a significant number of people who are disabled and living with significant challenges in their lives.  Many disabled people are isolated and over 50% report being lonely.  As we strive to be hubs of community and fellowship as church communities, it is important that you find ways of reaching out to disabled people in your parish and community.  You can do this by befriending individuals, connecting with existing groups, offering chaplaincy to schools and colleges, and creating events and initiatives that offer disabled and nondisabled people the opportunity to be together.  Explore what is around you and build those connections and welcome those that God brings to you.


	Question

	Comments and action

	Do you know what groups, facilities or services there are for disabled people in your parish?

	

	
Note: These could be: group homes, residential units; day centres; clubs and activities for disabled people; memory/dementia cafes; support groups; advice and advocacy centres; specialist units in hospitals; befriending schemes; good neighbour schemes; carer support services and others.


	Do you have any connection with these? 



	

	Have you contacted your local Social Services to ask about disability support services in your area?

	

	Do you have any residential homes for the elderly in your parish?


	

	If so, do you visit these and/or have a team who visit to take services?


	

	Could you offer to run a Dementia friendly service or activity during the week that residents from residential/care homes could attend?

	

	Do you have a list/directory of groups/agencies that support disabled people that you can make available?

	

	Do any members of your congregation volunteer within a community disability support scheme or project?

	




	Do/could you offer meeting space or other support to any disability groups?


	

	Do you have any schools for children with additional needs in the parish/nearby  ? Could you visit and offer to get involved?

	

	
Note: Often people wonder how to get to know disabled people in their community.  The best way to do this is to just go for regular walks around your parish and talk to people.  Don’t be afraid to approach disabled people.  Tell them you want your church to be more accessible and welcoming and ask them how you might do this.  Many disabled people are used to their opinions being ignored so will be thrilled to engage with you. 




	Do you have any connections with schools for children with additional needs?


	

	Do you run any weekday baby or toddler groups?  If so, do these include any children with additional needs?

	

	Could you make a connection with any support groups for parents of children with additional needs and offer to host a group or make special provision in an existing group?

	

	Could members of your congregation identify any disabled neighbours who might appreciate befriending and support?

	

	Do you have a transport scheme/rota that would enable you to offer transport to church for disabled people?

	

	Are you able to identify any disabled people in your community who can help you become more disability friendly?

	



