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STEPNEY and EDMONTON 
AREA COUNCILS
 BY-ELECTIONS 2025

NOTICE OF ELECTIONS
By-Elections of members of the Area Councils in the Diocese of London for the triennium (2024 – 2027) are now due to be held. The timetable for the elections is as follows:
Issue of Notice of Election and Nomination Forms
Thursday 3 April  

Closing Date for Return of Nomination Forms

Wednesday 23 April (noon)

Issue of Voting Papers




Monday 28 April

Closing Date for Return of Voting Papers


Monday 19 May (noon)

Count






Monday 19 May
The number to be elected to Stepney, Kensington and Edmonton Area Councils by the members of the deanery synods in the Area is given overleaf. These elections are conducted on an ‘Area-wide’ basis, which means that nominating (and voting, if required) takes place across the deanery boundaries within an Area, rather than being confined to the individual deaneries.
Candidates must be nominated and seconded by qualified electors on the form enclosed with this notice.  Additional forms can be obtained from the Presiding Officer, 36 Causton Street, London SW1P 4AU. E-mail: governance@london.anglican.org, or telephone the Governance Department on 020 3837 5123 / 020 3837 5003.
· All members other than co-opted members of the Houses of Clergy of the deanery synods in each Episcopal Area are the electors of the elected clerical members of the Area Council of that Area.

· All members other than co-opted members of the Houses of Laity of the deanery synods in each Episcopal Area are the electors of the elected lay members of the Area Council of that Area.

· The election will be decided by the single transferable vote.

To assist those with visual impairments enlarged copies of all election papers can be provided on request made to the Presiding Officer at the above address.
Nomination forms must be returned to: The Presiding Officer, 36 Causton Street, London SW1P 4AU, to be received by email to governance@london.anglican.org, by post, or in person, no later than NOON on Wednesday 23 April 2025
March 2025
Stuart Jones, Presiding Officer
Numbers to be elected  
Episcopal Area (with the deaneries noted below)

Clergy      Laity
STEPNEY

2
2
EDMONTON

0
1
Composition of Area Councils

As well as having an elected membership, the Area Councils are also made up of ex-officio members. These are persons who are automatically members of the Area Council because they hold a particular office, namely that of Area Bishop, Archdeacon, Area Dean and Lay Chairs of Deanery Synods. 

(Whilst ex-officio members in a position to stand for election are not debarred from doing so, they are generally encouraged not to, so as to enable the elected space to be occupied by another person).

What are the main functions and powers of the Area Councils?

These are contained in full in the Constitution for Area Councils, but can be summarised as follows:

(i)     To provide support and advice to the Area Bishop on the whole mission, 

ministry and administration of the church in the Area, and to consider matters on which the Bishop may choose to consult the Council.

(ii)    To decide on matters delegated by the Diocesan Synod (or other body) to the 


Area Council. In this connection:

· the Area Council is a sub-committee to which the Diocesan Bishop’s Council (as Mission and Pastoral Committee) has delegated proposals for schemes or orders relating to the Mission and Pastoral Measure 2011 affecting the Episcopal Area, with certain exceptions;

· the Diocesan Bishop’s Council, as Mission and Pastoral Committee, has also delegated to  Area Councils the functions of the Mission and Pastoral Committee in respect of buildings closed for regular public worship, with certain exceptions;

· the Council is entitled to discuss the deployment of clergy and other accredited ministers (ordained and lay), within the total number allocated to the Area;

· the Council takes financial responsibility for money allocated to the Area by the Diocesan Finance Committee.

(iii)   The Area Council deals with issues relating to Common Fund.

(iv)    Under the guidance of the Area Bishop, the Council may take responsibility for 


organising Area-wide gatherings and events for the benefit of the Area.

(v)
Area Councils are also empowered to set up sub-committees and working groups, with appropriate terms of reference. All Area Councils have in place Area Finance Groups.

Focus on strategy and mission

The Mission and Pastoral Measure has provided fresh impetus for Area Councils and other bodies to focus on strategic thinking and mission, for instance in consideration of pastoral schemes. It is therefore desirable (though not essential) that members of Area Councils have knowledge about the issues involved in such matters as parish boundaries, combining parishes, local initiatives etc, so as to be well-informed in consultation and in decision-making. It is also important that members of the Council have a sense of responsibility for and ownership of the decisions of the Council.

Other Information:

· The Area Councils of the Diocese meet between three and six times each year, depending on the Area. The locations vary, also depending on the Area. A number of meetings take place at Diocesan House. The starting times of meetings range between 5pm and 7.30pm. Following the experience of the pandemic, some Area Council meetings are now held virtually, via Zoom. If this is the case, it will be clearly stated on the Agenda. 
· Each Member of an Area Council may be circulated with a List of Members containing contact details (where we have them) of postal and e-mail addresses, and telephone numbers of all members of the Area Council to which that member belongs. Please let the Senior Governance Officer  (governance@london.anglican.org ) know if you wish your contact details to be withheld.

· Circulation of Documents

Unless a member advises the staff of the Governance Department otherwise, Agenda, papers and other communications will be issued via the Diocesan Intranet, to which members on email will be given access. This approach has been adopted for purposes of data security, and due to the benefit to be derived in relation to the environment and the costs to the Diocese. Members will have the flexibility to print only those papers which they wish to print. Staff in the Governance Department will be happy to provide copies of documents if requested. It is recognised that some members, for various reasons, may be unable to receive papers by email, or may not wish to do so. Members can at any time request for circulations to be sent by ordinary post. Please note that circulations for ALL members on email will commence at the start of the triennium via the Intranet method.
All members of the churches in each Episcopal Area of the Diocese of London are invited to consider standing for election to their Area Council, to take forward together our Christian life in each Area.
NOTE: NOMINATION FORMS
Candidates are advised to return their forms well before the deadline. It may not be possible to resolve issues that arise (e.g. typically unsigned or incorrectly signed forms, ineligible electors), if a form has been received close to the deadline. 
Note that the methods by which nomination forms are passed for completion between the candidate, and the candidate’s proposer and seconder may include the use of email: A form may be sent to a proposer/seconder as a scanned email attachment, printed out by the proposer/seconder, completed and signed. The form is then returned as a scanned email attachment. 
All signatures on the nomination forms must be hand-written, whether forms are being emailed, posted or returned in person. 
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