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Candidate for General Synod 

About me 

I am the Vice-Chairman of the PCC in the parish of Great St 

Bartholomew, Smithfield, and Chairman of its Mission & Outreach 

Committee. In those roles, I have developed and supported new 

ventures, including an annual retreat for young adults, parish-wide 

pilgrimages, and “soup and scripture” evenings. As well as spending 

probably too many evenings at parish committee meetings, I assist as 

a server, reader, sidesman and occasional coffee-maker. 

Having moved to London in 2020 after university, I now live with my husband (another St 

Bart’s coffee volunteer) in Pimlico. I have been a church attendee since childhood, as an altar-

server and member of a parish choir, and in my student days a chapel clerk and member of a 

college choir.  

In my day-to-day life, I practice as a chancery barrister from chambers in Lincoln’s Inn, 

advising on and litigating in (inter alia) commercial, property and charity matters. 

- - - 

Rebuilding trust 

The Church of England is one of our most important national institutions. It is there for the 

sick, the hungry, the lonely and the outcast. We all know of the ways in which the Church has 

failed to maintain trust – both between its leadership and its congregants, and between the 

Church as an institution and the nation which it is called to serve. The representatives of the 

laity in the General Synod have an essential role to play in rebuilding that confidence in us – 

our churches, our communities and our common faith – that makes the space for all who come 

through our doors to have their own encounter with the divine. That confidence can only be 

rebuilt through accountability at all levels of the Church. Those who trust the Church with the 

care of their own vulnerability must be, and feel they are, safe in doing so. 

- - - 

Representing the Diocese of London 

London might be thought of as one of the more fortunate dioceses in the country. We are 

blessed with a greater than usual proportion of clergy, coffers fuller than most, and (often) a 

diversity of churchmanship within easy reach. But ours can be a lonely city. In a metropolis 

where no-one has time to stop and talk, it is easy to get lost in the crowd.  



Our churches – and, in particular, our parish churches – provide a sanctuary. They are not only 

places to find God at the altar or in the pulpit, but also to experience God’s love in and with 

others. That holds true whether (like most of you reading this!) one is a weekly congregant, or 

whether one is a Christmas-and-Easter Anglican looking for a way in which to make sense of 

one’s grief or love for another. 

At some point in their lives, everyone needs faith. That is why our Church cannot be just a 

church for its regular attendees, but must be a national church filled with a sense of public duty. 

It is true that in London you can almost always travel to a congregation that will suit your 

particular churchmanship, but that assumes you feel that the Church is, still, a place for you in 

the first place. Too many feel excluded, and simply won’t take that first step through the door 

if we don’t keep our churches open, well supplied with clergy, and able to serve the communities 

that surround them. 

That is why I am a supporter of the “Save the Parish” movement. In a world full of competing 

demands, we must actively choose to maintain that essential bedrock of our Church: the parish. 

- - - 

The importance of General Synod 

The House of Laity of the General Synod is privileged to have a voice in some of the principal 

debates of our times. Its members bear a heavy responsibility to scrutinise every decision taken 

by those charged with the management of Church affairs. 

One of the weightiest decisions before the General Synod is whether to implement (some form 

of) same-sex blessings. I make no bones about being wholly in favour of such blessings.  

Yet the General Synod is also the place where much less high-profile, but nonetheless 

important, decisions are taken. In our parish, for example, the General Synod’s decision to 

overregulate the installation of new heating systems in churches meant, not that we ended up 

with anything more efficient or more environmentally friendly, but rather that we simply had 

to freeze through many long winter months without any central heating before – by law – being 

allowed to put in a new boiler. Such policies, hastily imposed and almost immediately regretted, 

are the hallmark of a failed, managerial approach to the governance of our national church. It 

is, perhaps, the chief role of the House of Laity of the General Synod to resist further iterations 

of that now outdated mode of governance. 

- - - 

It would be a great honour and privilege to serve in the General Synod as a lay representative 

of the Diocese of London. 


