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Below are set out the major responsibilities for the Bishop of London. There are some other roles and many tasks which 

the Bishop has to fulfil; all involved in the process should bear in mind not just the role of the Bishop in the Diocese, but 

also the ministry which the Bishop will exercise nationally and internationally. �
 

The service of ordination for every bishop says they are:�

• to be shepherds of Christ's flock and guardians of the faith of the apostles�

• to proclaim the gospel of God's kingdom and lead his people in mission�
• to gather God's people and celebrate with them the sacraments of the new covenant�
• to serve and care for the flock of Christ, to love and pray for those committed to their charge, 

knowing their people and being known by them�

• to preside at the Lord’s table and to lead the offering of prayer and praise�

• to feed God’s pilgrim people, and so build up the Body of Christ�
• to baptise and confirm, nurturing God’s people in the life of the Spirit and leading them in the 

way of holiness�
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• to discern and foster the gifts of the Spirit in all who follow Christ, commissioning them to 

minister in his name�

• to share with their fellow presbyters the oversight of the Church, speaking in the name of God 

and expounding the gospel of salvation�

• with the Shepherd’s love, to be merciful, but with firmness; to minister discipline, but with 

compassion�

• to have a special care for the poor, the outcast and those who are in need�

• to seek out those who are lost and lead them home with rejoicing, declaring the absolution and 

forgiveness of sins to those who turn to Christ �

• following the example of the prophets and the teaching of the apostles, to proclaim the gospel 

boldly, confront injustice and work for righteousness and peace in all the world. �

In the Diocese the Bishop of London is:�

• the chief pastor of all that are within the diocese, as well laity as clergy, and their father in 

God, including leading a team of six other area and suffragan bishops, six archdeacons, dean 

and cathedral and diocesan staff, nearly 400 parishes and many other institutions�

• to teach and to uphold sound and wholesome doctrine, and to banish and drive away all 

erroneous and strange opinions�

• as an example of righteous and godly living, to set forward and maintain quietness, love, and 

peace among all people �

• to celebrate at ordinations and confirmations, conduct, order, control and authorise all services�
• to be president of the diocesan synod and chair Bishop’s Council and many other meetings �

• to make appointments and administer disciplinary processes when required�
• to act as patron, president, trustee etc of many charities, trusts and institutions�
• to engage with civic and civil institutions, business and commerce, law and state at the highest 

level in London�

Beyond the Diocese the Bishop of London shares with fellow bishops the ‘special responsibility to 

maintain and further the unity of the Church, to uphold its discipline, and to guard its faith’, and is to 

promote the mission of the Church ‘throughout the world’, by:�

• being a member of the College of Bishops at provincial and national levels�
• attending the Lambeth Conference of all the bishops in the Anglican Communion�
• being a member of the House of Bishops of the General Synod, sharing responsibility for the 

leadership of the Church of England nationally�

• fostering relationships between the Church of England and the Church in other countries, in 

particular offering hospitality to visiting world church leaders and building relationships with 

their ecclesiastical and civil representatives in London�

• being the public face of the Church in the eyes of the media with an important communications 

role�

• carrying particular national responsibilities, chairing committees or boards within the National 

Church Institutions, ecumenically, or in connection with religious charities, being invited to 

contribute experience or expertise to the deliberations of national government or regional 

bodies on particular issues, and called upon to play a leading part in national life and to 

represent not just the diocese but also the region at the national level. �

Particular to the role of Bishop of London is being:�

• a Privy Counsellor (one of many formal advisors to the monarch/government)�
• a member of the House of Lords�
• Dean of the Chapels Royal, serving the Royal Household �

/End�


