St Paul’s Cathedral

Ash Wednesday - 1 March

A day of silence, prayer, fasting and recollection during which  the Cathedral is open only for prayer and worship.  Come at any time during the day to  experience the silence and grandeur of the Cathedral.

0800
The Eucharist with the Imposition of Ashes

1015
Mattins sung to plainsong
1100
An Act of Worship with the reading of ‘Burnt Norton’ from Four Quartets by T.S. Eliot, and 

followed by music for oboe and organ by J.S. Bach

1200
Midday Prayer with the reading of ‘East Coker’ from Four Quartets by T.S. Eliot, and followed by organ music by J.S. Bach

1230
Sung Eucharist with the Imposition of Ashes Mass for Four Voices Byrd

Preacher: The Very Reverend Dr John Moses, Dean

1330
An Act of Worship with the reading of ‘Little Gidding’ from Four Quartets by T.S. Eliot and 

organ music by J.S. Bach

1500
An Act of Worship with the reading of ‘Dry Salvages’ from Four Quartets by T.S. Eliot, 

followed by Wieder Stehe doch der Sunde 


(Cantata 54) for alto, strings and organ by J.S. Bach

1600
Evening Prayer with music for cantor, congregation and organ

1700
Sung Eucharist with the Imposition of Ashes including Miserere by Allegri and music by Byrd and Palestrina. Preacher: The Right Reverend Michael Colclough, Bishop of Kensington

Maundy Thursday - 13 April  Chrism Mass & Renewal of Vows for Clergy & Readers
10.30 am Sung Eucharist with Blessing of Oils and Renewal of Ordination Vows

The Bishop of Kensington presides over the liturgy at which the clergy and lay people from across the Diocese of London come to renew their commitment, and to receive the oils that are used for baptism, confirmation and in the ministry of healing. 

All Diocesan Clergy and Readers are welcome to robe for this service (white stole) and should assemble in the Crypt of the Cathedral for a briefing at 10.10 am.  Oils will be distributed after the service. Any enquiries about arrangements for the service should be directed to the Sacrist of St Paul's, the Reverend Laura Burgess on 020 7246 8331 or sacrist@stpaulscathedral.org.uk.

Easter Eve - 15 April 

7.00 pm The Easter Liturgy

The Bishop of Kensington presides over the most dramatic service of the Christian year, in which we light the new fire of the resurrection, and, in a darkened Cathedral, await the announcement of Christ’s rising from the dead; the service culminates in the first Eucharist of Easter.

Clergy wishing to present candidates for baptism and confirmation should contact the Liturgical Secretary, Mrs Susan Charles at liturgicalsec@stpaulscathedral.org.uk, or  020 7246 8354 by Monday 20 March who will need to know the details of the candidates and presenting clergy.  There will be a rehearsal for candidates in the Cathedral at  5.30 pm on Saturday 15 April.

