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Hope for the Planet conference: The earth is the Lord’s … but where is it heading?

These talks and seminars ask what the Christian response to the present state of our planet should be. Key-note speakers include Prof Sir Ghillean Prance, Prof Alistair McGrath, Dr Elaine Storkey and Sir John Houghton. 

This event is on 24 November at St Michael’s, Chester Square. More information is available by visiting www.arocha.org or by e: hope@arocha.org. 

Diocesan Confirmation, Saturday 5 November 2005

There will be a Diocesan Confirmation at St Paul's Cathedral at 11.00 am on Saturday 5 November. Clergy wishing to present candidates should please contact Mrs Susan Charles, Liturgical Secretary, at St Paul's not later than Monday 3 October.

For more information contact Susan Charles, e: liturgicalsec@stpaulscathedral.org.uk or 
t: 020 7246 8354.
Join Dora the Explorer at The Children’s Society’s London Bridges Walk

The London Bridges walk, 17 September, is a family day out, starting at Tate Modern and covering some of London’s best-known bridges, including, Waterloo, Blackfriars, Southwark, London and Tower Bridge. Participants choose between a 5 or 10 mile route. 

Along the route there will be entertainment and a number of local businesses take part in supporting the event. This year children’s TV favourite Dora the Explorer will be at the start for photographs and to wave off participants. The Children’s Society asks for a voluntary donation for registration of £8 per adult walker and £3 per child walker. All participants receive a complimentary goody bag with T-Shirt and a medal on reaching the finish. 
To take part visit www.childrenssociety.org.uk/participate for details and to register or 
t: 0845 300 1128. 

Acorn Christian Healing Foundation courses

Growing in Wholeness: 14-16 October. The course aims to provide a holistic approach to the Church’s Ministry of Healing and is being led by Canon Roger Matthews, Director for Mission and Ministry, Chelmsford Diocese, and Chair of the Diocesan Healing Issues Group.

Is it ok to be Me?: 7-9 October. This weekend course, led by Jan Cadman, offers a creative approach to understanding the commandment ‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength. Love your neighbour as yourself’. 

Both courses are being held at Whitehill Chase, Bordon, Hampshire. The Chase is a Christian Resource Centre set in a large 19th Century Hunting Lodge within several acres of peaceful gardens and woodlands. 

Further information is available from Whitehill Chase, High Street, Bordon, Hampshire GU35 OAP, t: 01420 478 121, e: info@acornchristian.org or visit www.acornchristian.org. 

The ethical supply chain – an open debate

The Ecumenical Council for Corporate Responsibility is holding an open debate: ‘The ethical supply chain – shareholder value or impossible ideal?’ Speakers will be from Traidcraft, KPMG, Sainsbury, UNISON and a consultant to Marks & Spencer. 
The debate will take place on 27 September at 5pm at the Methodist Church Offices, 25 Marylebone Road, London NW1 5JR. For further details or to book, please contact 
e: miles.litvinoff@eccr.org.uk. 

Liquid Church; Liquid Worship

In this day-long programme of talks and discussion, Dr Pete Ward (lecturer in Youth Ministry at King’s College, London) and Tim Lomax (director of ‘Fit for Heaven?’) invite us to look at flexible ways of being a Christian community at a time when Sunday is no longer exclusively for the worship of God.

7 November, 10am-3.30pm, at St Francis of Assisi, Great West Road, Isleworth. Tickets are £15 each, redeemable against CME allowance, where eligible.

A booklet containing information and a booking form was circulated in May’s mailing, which is still available through the Clergy Information page on the diocesan website.
Faithworks Conference 2005

Tony Campolo, Steve Chalke, Jim Wallis, Jeff Lucas, Cardinal Cormac Murphy O’Connor and others will address how we focus on serving the world, instead of just serving ourselves at the forthcoming Faithworks Conference in Eastbourne, 4-6 November.

The conference will address topics such as ‘how to live out your faith without imposing it’, ‘focusing your church outwards’, ‘working with local Government’ and ‘how to be an effective leader’.

Visit www.faithworks.info/ichurch or t: 020 7450 9031 for bookings and further information.

A Worldwide Day Celebrating Congregational Singing

One hundred and fifty years ago, Plymouth Church in New York, under the leadership of Henry Ward Beecher, published The Plymouth Collection, a visionary, innovative and ecumenical hymnal.  During this 150th anniversary year, Plymouth Church is recognizing the contributions of the past while celebrating the present and future of congregational singing.  

The members of Plymouth Church are inviting churches around the world to sing with them on Sunday, 16 October, using whatever music tradition is meaningful within your congregation. Visit www.plymouthchurch.org for more information. 

Fighting for Peace in Israel & Palestine: the role of interfaith dialogue 

A discussion about how people of different faiths can work together and their role in the future peace process between Israel and Palestine. Speakers include Canon Andrew White, Director of the Foundation for Reconciliation in the Middle East; Rabbi Sidney Brichto, Senior Vice-President of Liberal Judaism and Imam Abduljalil Sajid, Chairman of the Muslim Council for Religious and Racial Harmony in the UK.

6.30pm, 12 September, at St John’s, Waterloo. Further information is available by
e: edavies@stjohnswaterloo.co.uk. 

London Churches Refugee Network – inaugural meeting

The meeting will be held at 6pm (5.30pm for refreshments), 13 October, at Diocesan House. The Network aims to provide a focus point on refugee facilities, influence leaders in London, inform members, bring together experiences and views, share best practice, link London with the national picture, coordinate church action and provide support and encouragement. 

All are welcome to the meeting. For further information, contact Chris Brice by t: 020 7932 1121 or e: chris.brice@london.anglican.org. If you wish to attend, please contact Geoffrey Duncan, 32/34 Great Peter Street, London SW1P 2DB, t: 020 7799 5000 or 
e: geoffrey.duncan@urc10.org. 

To be or not to be a freemason

This debate will discuss aspects of freemasonry including the reasons behind it, the spiritual implications and whether it conflicts with biblical truths.
The speakers are two ministers – one a freemason and one who is not. The debate will be chaired by Mike Palmer-Fry. 
11am-4pm, Saturday 17 September, at St Augustine’s, Queens Gate. Tickets are £7 and include lunch. To reserve a place, contact Julian Whiting by e: jgwhiting@yahoo.co.uk or t: 07899 723 620. 
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