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A Mysterious Way: An evening to celebrate the life and poetry of William Cowper

William Cowper is best remembered today for the hymn ‘God moves in a mysterious way’ and the comic poem ‘John Gilpin’. He was a key figure in the development of 18th century English poetry; as a close associate of John Newton, he co-authored the Olney Hymns and wrote poems against the slave trade; his best work was written in the face of recurrent bouts of depression. 

The programme for the evening, marking the 205th anniversary of Cowper’s death, will include Lance Pierson reading, café-style a selection of poems and much-admired letters, and he will comment on what we can learn from them today. 
25 April, 6.45pm at The London Institute for Contemporary Christianity, Vere Street, 
W1G 0DQ. Tickets are priced at £6. For details and to book, t: 020 7399 9555, 
e: mail@licc.org.uk or visit www.licc.org.uk. 
Williams asks, ‘Who’s bringing up our children?’
The Archbishop of Canterbury is to deliver a key lecture on the formation of Britain’s children in London next month. 

The lecture, entitled ‘Who’s bringing up our children?’, is being organised by the Citizen Organising Foundation (COF) - an alliance of faith and community groups acting together for social change. 

"Formation has come up again and again as an issue for congregations and clergy in all our faith communities," said the Revd Angus Ritchie.  "It's a subject Archbishop Rowan deals with extensively in his recent writings. The impact on family and community life of low pay, and the pressure for education to focus narrowly on marketable skills, have a direct impact on the way children grow up.”

The lecture will be on 11 April from 11am to 12.30pm at Queen Mary, University of London in Mile End, East London. Further details can be found at www.cof.org.uk. Free tickets are available by e: coflecture@theology-centre.org or t: 020 7780 1600. Information on the Contextual Theology Centre can be found at www.theology-centre.org. 
The Human Psyche in a Changing World

The British Association of Psychotherapists has organised a series of four public lectures on the theme, between May and July. The second lecture is dedicated to looking at the topic of Religion and Spirituality. The guest speaker is Karen Armstrong, Religious Broadcaster and Commentator. There will be a response by a Jungian Analyst and an opportunity for discussion. 

17 June 2005, 6.30-9.45pm, at The Resource Centre, 356 Holloway Road N7. Tickets are £25. Further details of this evening and the series and an application form can be obtained from the BAP by t: 020 8452 9823 or e: email external@bap-psychotherapy.org. 
Bishop of Chelmsford to preach in the City

On Friday 29 April at 1pm The Rt Revd John Gladwin, Bishop of Chelmsford, will preach a sermon for the City on the steps of the Royal Exchange followed by a discussion forum at St Mary Le Bow at 2pm with Bishop John Gladwin and Charles Abugre, Head of Global Advocacy at Christian Aid, and some of the prospective parliamentary candidates for City and Westminster seats at the General Election.

Liquid Church; Liquid Worship – Advance Notice

In this day-long programme of talks and discussion, Dr Pete Ward (lecturer in Youth Ministry at King’s College, London) and Tim Lomax (director of ‘Fit for Heaven?’) invite us to look at flexible ways of being a Christian community at a time when Sunday is no longer exclusively for the worship of God.

7 November, 10am-3.30pm, at St Francis of Assisi, Great West Road, Isleworth. Tickets are £15 each, redeemable against CME allowance, where eligible.
Mystery Worshipper Sunday

The satirical website Ship of Fools, is intending to hold a mass Mystery Worshipper Sunday in London on 24 April. A series of mystery worshippers has been recruited to visit churches in London and report back on how it was for them. All the reports will be published and publicised two weeks later 'giving a unique snapshot of what church was like in London over one 24-hour period'. The reporters are briefed to give the low-down on what it's like to be a visitor in London churches on that Sunday. The Mystery Worshippers remain incognito and leave only a calling card in the collection plate as a sign they have visited.

Two weeks later the results will be announced at an awards ceremony on 10 May - the opening day of the National Christian Resources Exhibition at the Sandown Park Exhibition Centre, Surrey. Subject to sponsorship of individual awards, the organisers hope to present awards for Best Overall Church, Best Sermon, Warmest Welcome, Best Use of Music, Best Service Against the Odds (for small, inner-city congregations), Best Fairtrade-Conscious Church, Best Church Magazine. 

To view past Mystery Worshipper reports visit www.shipoffools.com. 

Organ Recital by Jane Parker-Smith

The programme will include works by Cesar Franck, Langqeutuit, Elgar, Vierne, and Elgar. Saturday 23 April, 7.30pm, at St Mary of Eton, Hackney Wick. Tickets are £7.50 (£6 concessions)  and further details can be obtained from e: gesuati@aol.com. 

Colours of Armenia – Paintings by Alexander Pemberton

These pictures by Alexander Pemberton mark the fifth in a series of exhibitions of work by artists who have accompanied pilgrimages organised by Christian charity, BibleLands, to the Middle East over the past two years.  Having accompanied the trip to Armenia, Alex's works provide a unique insight into this little-known part of the Caucasus, whose people, in 301AD, were the first to make Christianity their national religion. 

All works are for sale, with 50% of the proceeds going towards BibleLands' vital work supporting Christian-led projects in the Middle East that are primarily concerned with health, education, vocational training and the relief of poverty.

There will be a private view at All Hallows by the Tower on 11 April beginning at 6pm. The exhibition will run until 29 April and is open Monday to Saturday, 10am to 4pm. Anyone wishing to take part is asked to contact Jean Hatton at BibleLands by t: 01494 897977 or e: jean.hatton@biblelands.org.uk. Further information about BibleLands can be found on www.biblelands.org.uk. 

Inciting Insight: the Holy Spirit

Bishop Tom Wright and Jane Williams speak at the Fulcrum Conference at St Mary’s, Upper Street, Islington, N1.

29 April 2005, 10am-4pm. Registration is £7. Book by sending a cheque, payable to ‘Fulcrum’, to Simon Cawdell, The Vicarage, Lodge Park, Claverley, Wolverhampton WV5 7DP or online at www.fulcrum-anglican.org.uk/events.cfm.
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