


Introduction from the Archdeacon of Middlesex

By some accounts this is a difficult time to be young in
London. We are accustomed to media stories of young
people as stressed by the expectations of the education
system and pressured as customers of the consumer society.
We are equally familiar with pictures of young people as a
danger to one another and society at large through knife and
gun crime, anti-social behaviour and political radicalisation.



London Challenge 2012 begins with a ‘vision statement’, that
of the New Jerusalem (Revelation 21). Our challenge is to
present London with a new vision of itself, informed by the
Christian Faith. London is “a world city that struggles to
comprehend where its own well-being might lie”. Part of that
struggle is to understand how better to nurture and
encourage the young.

Jesus places children at the centre of those who are
following him. He declares, without qualification or condition,
that the Kingdom of God belongs to “such as these”
(Matthew 18:1-5, Luke 18:15-17). What would a church look
like that was to take this declaration seriously?

London Challenge 2012 expresses a commitment to a
strategy for youth “with a particular concern for the training
of young people in Christian leadership”. To this end the
Diocese of London has enjoyed a fruitful three-year
partnership with The Children’s Society through the Youth
Development Project. This strategy is a direct reflection of
the experiences of many of our parish churches through this
Project and a distillation of the things the churches of the
Diocese have asked for through a series of consultations.
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Aim
To obey Jesus’ teaching to put children and young
people at the centre.

B model a society within which Christ’s vision of the
Kingdom is reflected. Where children and young
people are prioritised and have full possession

B model values and relationships of the Kingdom to
come. Full membership of which is confirmed by
baptism and where children and young people are
empowered to express themselves as full members.

This can mean lots of things including young people
being asked what they think rather than being told and
making church or youth club somewhere young people
and their friends want to be.

Targets & Expectations

God’s concern for young people means that the
interests and safety of the young people we reach out
to should come first in all we do.

All parishes engaging in regular contact with young
people will ensure that safeguarding procedures are in
place and are being followed.

The Strategy will be reviewed regularly by the Steering
Group and through feedback from parishes. Young
people will have an active voice and an opportunity to
make a difference.



How we listened

Empowerment of
young people

H Young people asked for opportunities to be heard
H 58% young people wanted to be asked their views
H London Challenge commitmen{to train young people
for Leadership and 2012 Ambassadors

‘Being asked
what we think is
a good idea’
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How it will be done

Training
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How we will help

Support and guidance

B 53% youth leaders wanted more guidance

written guide
- a ‘how to’ do
our youtl

\
|
|
‘We need a
1
i
|

work’
YOUTH LEADER




How we will share

Networking and sharing ideas

H A regular theme at each consultation event
was that you asked for more networking and

information sEaring opportunities

H London Challenge - telling the gospel afresh
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Resources

What we need to make
it happen

‘(we want)
the opportunity
to speak out w

and have
responsibility’ 1
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