Environmental Concerns and Mission Action Planning

Resources for Parishes

Eco-Congregation aims to encourage churches to consider environmental issues within a Christian context and enable local churches to make positive contributions in their life and mission.  Eco-Congregation provides a free environmental toolkit with 12 modules covering different aspects of church life.

Module 1 contains a churches’ environmental check up designed to help churches identify current good environmental practice and prioritise future activities.

Modules 2 - 6
cover worship and teaching



Worship



Theology



Children’s Work



Working with young people



House group suggestions

Modules 7 - 9 cover practical areas



Church buildings



Church management



Church land

Modules 10 - 11 cover reaching out



Personal lifestyle



Community involvement

and Module 12 covers global links.

Download:  www.ecocongregation.org then click on ‘England & Wales’ and then click 
for ‘Free Resources’.

‘Sustaining the Earth’ by Tim Cooper.  This distance learning course was designed to be used in church study groups and is available from St. John’s Extension Studies, Bramcote, Nottingham  NG9 3RL.  Tel: 0115 925 1117.  It costs £10.95.  Covering a range of themes, groups may choose to dip into one or more chapters from this workbook.

The Environmental Awareness Course produced by Christian Ecology Link.  A resource appropriate for a variety of ages including children and young people.  It is a good group leader resource.  The material is presented in four units.  Go to Resources on www.christian-ecology.org.uk
Operation Noah : Creating a Climate of Justice

A DVD that can be used with study groups, at home, with young people and at Sunday services.  The DVD comes with a Study Guide that helps people to respond to what they have seen and aids group discussion.  Produced by Christian Ecology Link in partnership with Churches Together in Britain and Ireland.

Operation Noah has produced a range of resources for adult study groups:

· Bible Studies on Climate Change and Sustainable Living

· Study Guide on Climate Change based on Catholic Social Teaching

· What does the bible say about Climate Change?  A Methodist resource.

· Creation and Noah - Bible Notes

For information go to www.operationnoah.org/resources/study-guides
Paint the Church Green

A six session course that enables church groups to explore the relationship between faith and concern for the natural world.  It reflects on western lifestyle and encourages positive suggestions for change.


Price £5 + £1 p&p from Operation Noah, The Grayston Centre, 28 Charles Square, London N1 6HT  Tel:  020 7324 4761

For Creed & Creation

A simple guidebook for running a greener church by Gillian Straine and Nathan Oxley. 
This book is about creating a greener church in the Greater London Area.  It is about why and how your church can be more environmentally friendly.  Downloadable at http://www.londonchurchesgroup.org.uk/Publications.htm 
Whose World?

This is 
NOT a guide to environmental problems.  These five studies are on God’s works in Creation and Redemption.  The studies aim (1) to show that creation care is an integral part of the Christian faith and not merely an option for a minority, and (2) to demonstrate that we have a part to play, however implausible this may seem in view of the scale of the problems.

Downloadable at http://www.londonchurchesgroup.org.uk/Publications.htm 
LS/Sept 2008.
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